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[E#l 4] ERRES MEFEACHITRIEE HEBAIEDRZ

Thank you, Mr. Chair. | am Takeshi Onaga, governor of Okinawa Prefecture, Japan.
| would like the world to pay attention to Henoko where Okinawans’ right to
self-determination is being neglected.
After World War 2, the U.S. Military took our land by force, and constructed military bases in
Okinawa. We have never provided our land willingly. Okinawa covers only 0.6% of Japan.
However, 73.8% of U.S exclusive bases in Japan exist in Okinawa. Over the past seventy
years, U.S. bases have caused many incidents, accidents, and environmental problems in
Okinawa. Our right to self-determination and human rights have been neglected.
Can a country share values such as freedom, equality, human rights, and democracy with
other nations when that country cannot guarantee those values for its own people?
Now, the Japanese government is about to go ahead with a new base construction at
Henoko by reclaiming our beautiful ocean ignoring the people’s will expressed in all
Okinawan elections last year.
| am determined to stop the new base construction using every possible and legitimate
means.
Thank you very much for this chance to talk here today.
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War begins in the name of defense

War rewards the weapons industry

War quickly becomes uncontrollable

War is easier to start than to end

War wounds not only soldiers but also the elderly and children
War cuts not only the body but leaves scars deep inside the heart
The mind is not an object to be manipulated

Life is not a pawn to be played

The sea is not to be lost amid military bases

The sky is not be erased by fighter planes

We would rather live in a country that is proud of its wisdom
than in a country that thinks shedding blood is the contribution
Scholarship is not a weapon of war

Scholarship is not a tool of business

Scholarship is not a servant of power

To create

To protect

A place to live

The freedom to think

We will strike against this conceited power
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