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Protest Statement
We Protest the Invasion of Russian troops into Ukrainian Territory and

Urge the Immediate Withdrawal and Ceasefire!
April 3,2022

Hazuki-no-kai, a voluntary group of women researchers and engineers,
Tokyo Branch of the Japan Scientists Association

Since Russia launched its military invasion on February 24, daily life in Ukraine has totally
been transformed. The war has caused many people to lose their lives and cross the border to
escape the war. The victims of war are not limited to combatants. Many civilians are among
the victims of bombings, including unarmed women and children. Some reports indicate that
90% of the refugees are women and children, and more than half of Ukraine's children are
displaced in a state of war. It has also been noted that women are victims of wartime sexual
violence and that there is an increased risk of trafficking and exploitation of refugees,
especially children.

The Russian government's threats with nuclear weapons are not only a statement of its
intention to neglect the lives of individuals at home and abroad, but also a challenge to all
mankind and an arrogant ideology that illustrates the superiority of force and violence over
human rights.

We are convinced that no amount of force or violence can stabilize the international order,
and that peace will never be achieved there. It is only natural that there is strong
condemnation and protest from all over the world against Russia, which, for whatever reason,
has unilaterally invaded an independent country and committed mass murder.

Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine, Europe and other countries around the world, including
Japan, have expressed and sought various kinds of support for Ukraine.

The preamble of the Constitution of Japan states, “We recognize that all peoples of the

world have the right to live in peace, free from fear and want.” By this statement in the
Constitution, we pledge to the world that we will strive to realize this right. Japan is also the
only country to have experienced the atomic bombings. In light of these facts, Japan is in a
position to take a leadership role in achieving world peace without resorting to any military
force, including nuclear weapons.
We, women researchers and engineers, have above all respected the human rights and
diversity of each individual in the nuclear age, and have sought peace and worked together
with citizens to realize it. In order to protect the life and dignity of the people of Ukraine and
the world, and for the realization of peace, we strongly call for a ceasefire and the prompt
withdrawal of Russian troops from Ukraine.



